CHAPTER XIV

LATE in April the First Moscow regiment was seriously
defeated in a battle with the insurgents. Not knowing the
locality, the Red lines fought their way into Antonovsky
village, only to find themselves floundering in a sea of mud.
Whilst, driven on by the stubborn orders of their
commanding officer, they were struggling to make their way
through, two companies of mounted cossacks encircled them
and, after losing almost a third of its complement, the
regiment had to retire.
* During the battle Ivan Alexievich was wounded in the
foot. Mishka Koshevoi carried him out of the fight and
compelled the driver of an ammunition wagon to give him
a lift.
The regiment was driven back as far as Yelanska village.
The defeat had disastrous results on the entire advance of
the Red detachments in the area. A general retreat set in,
and the First Moscow regiment, finding itself cut off by the
breaking of the ice at the mouth of the Khoper river, crossed
the Don to the right bank and halted at Ust-Khopersk,
there to await reinforcements. Shortly after their arrival
ihey were j oined by the Serdobsky regiment. The Serdobsky
men were very different from those of the First Moscow
regiment. The workers of Moscow, Tula and Nizhni-
Novgorod, who formed the main and militant body of the
Moscow regiment, fought fiercely, stubbornly, frequently
engaging in hand to hand struggles with the enemy, and
continually losing men killed and wounded. Even after
their defeat in Antonovsky village they had retired without
losing one ammunition wagon. But the men of the
Serdobsky regiment had been hurriedly enrolled at Serdobsk
in Saratov province, and consisted chiefly of elderly peasants,
most of them illiterate and many of them drawn from rich
families. The men in command were mainly former Imperial
officers, the Red commissar was spineless and had no